APPENDIX A
wanted resources are daily destroyed.   Crops are
ploughed under or destroyed when ripe.  Fish are
thrown back into the sea.   Restriction schemes in
every single commodity market in the world actually
restrict the quantity of commodities extracted from the
earth. All of this logically insane wastage of life and
work is designed solely to raise prices, which can only
be done by increasing that precious scarcity upon
which capitalism depends for its very existence. If all
the labour, machines and resources of the world were
working to the fall, our standard of living would be
fabulously higher than it is to-day. Yet capitalism, in
order to survive in its planless, cut-throat existence,
must prevent such an event from coming about by
every scheme at its disposal. In other words, in order
to bolster an outmoded form of social organisation,
upon which certain persons depend for their peculiar
livelihoods, we may use neither our hands nor our
brains in accordance with the elementary logic and
wisdom that we already possess.  In England there
exist a large number of coal-mines and miners capable
of hewing coal from the bowels of the earth. A very
large number of these workers and mines are per-
manently idle. Yet, quite apart from the question of
foreign markets, almost every housewife in the country
could do with an extra bag of coal for household